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THE TIDINGS 

The End of Church Is Where 
Church Begins 
“Something startling is happening in American religion: We are 
witnessing the end of church or, at the very least, the end of 
conventional church.” Diana Butler Bass, 2012 (https://
www.huffpost.com/entry/the-end-of-church_b_1284954) 

Ten years ago prominent progressive Christian author Diana 
Butler Bass was inviting the church to a “come to Jesus 
moment” around institutionalism and spirituality. Her warnings 
might have seemed novel then, but are fairly mainstream in 
2022. She talks about a “spiritual and religious” contingent that 
are looking for faith communities that feed them and form them, 
even as they question the larger structures that might define or 
shape those communities. Friends, we are in a pregnant time to 
take heed of her words and meet the spiritual and religious in 
our community, to remember that “the church” is the body of 
seekers following the Way. 

In order to do so, I suggest that instead of trying to do more and 
be more to our community, we actually do the opposite. 
Churches in the post-modern world often struggle to meet their 
communities’ needs because their communities are so diverse 
that the church feels pulled in too many directions. The 1950’s 
church that served as the hub of social and political life is all but 
unimaginable today, yet our institutions still reflect an organizing 
structure that intends to meet this pantheon of needs. What if 
we asked ourselves, “What is the unique gift of our unique faith 
community to this specific time and place?” 

The Church is a distinct cultural institution in the post-modern 
world, and people are still looking for churches to meet 
particular needs; I will highlight three that I see as core to 
Admiral’s future and the future of progressive Christianity writ 
large.                                                 (Continued on next page) 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-end-of-church_b_1284954
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-end-of-church_b_1284954
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-Intergenerational Relationship and Understanding (Relationship) 
-Articulation and Evangelization of Progressive, Inclusive Christianity (Evangelism) 
-Personal Growth and Spiritual Development (Transformation) 

You may notice that these three areas cover much or most of Admiral’s current and historic programming; 
take any three church-organized events you’ve attended in the past month and I bet you can find a 
connection to one of the three above. Even better, the event might combine all three. What they do 
differently, though, is they help clarify the “why” of our programming, the gift we are trying to give through 
worship, Bingo, anti-racism classes, movie nights, food and coat drives, coffee hours, etc. The 
progressive Christian church does not rely on certainty of right belief to justify its existence in the 21st 
century, it will need to rely on testimony of inclusion, edification, and transformation. 

Beloveds, we are ready to meet this historical moment. We are a community of people who have tasted 
and seen the value of being in intergenerational non-familial community; who are continuously learning 
about the progressive, inclusive Christ and His mission of redemption; who are being broken open by the 
regular reminders of God’s love for all people and God’s desire for our tender hearts. Admiral Church has 
a long history of adapting to meet the community with renewed integrity and grace. Now is such a time; 
let’s be the church. 

Bass concludes her article thus, ”Will there still be Christianity after the end of institutional religion? Yes, 
there will be. But it is going to be different than what Americans have known, a faith responsive to the 
longings of those who are expecting more spiritual depth and greater ethical integrity rather than more 
conventional church. Indeed, I suspect that the end of church is only the beginning of a new Great 
Awakening.” 

In Peace & With Love, 
Pastor Andrew 

COMING UP IN MAY  

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am 

Choir Practice Every Wednesday at 7:00 

May 7 Leadership Retreat from 11 - 3  

at St John’s Episcopal Church 

May 17 Admiral Zoom BINGO at 7:00 

May 31 5th Sunday Film Series:  

“The Road to Edmond” 
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Worshiping Learning 
Serving Connecting  

Sermons, Scriptures  
& Guest Speakers  

May Worship Series: Freedom From & Freedom For 

5/1: Freedom From Fear, Freedom For Love 
John 21:1-19 (Why start with a meal?) 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Darrell Goodwin, Executive 
Conference Minister, Southern New England 
Conference of the UCC 

5/8: Freedom From Shame, Freedom For Redemption 
John 10:22-30 (Who are Jesus’ sheep?) 
Guest Speaker: TBD 

5/15: Freedom From Despair, Freedom for Joy 
John 13:31-35 (What's new about love?) 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dinah Chapman, Unity Minister 
and founder of Joy Abundantly Expressing Ministries 

5/22: Freedom From Worry, Freedom For Boldness 
John 14:23-29 (Why did Jesus have to go away?) 
Guest Speaker: TBD 

5/29: Freedom From Scarcity, Freedom For Ministry 
Luke 24:44-53 (Why should we be clothed with power?) 
Guest Speaker: Darnell Ishmael, founder of Extended 
Outreach Ministry, Notes From the Village, and Micro 
Missions 

UPCOMING SUMMER 
CHURCH EVENTS 

(Details to be announced) 

Congregational Discernment 
Events 

Congregational Meeting to 
Approve the Memorandum Of 

Understanding 

Women’s Retreat 

Summer Food Drive 

RJCC Film Series: Black Women 
Shaping America 
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FELLOWSHIP 

April was hard because of my broken ankle, 
but the Easter Egg Hunt went off as 
scheduled.  Thank all of you again for your 
generous contributions. 
  For May I'm thinking "Mother's Day 
Cupcakes". I have some really good recipes 
and we can serve cupcakes for coffee hour. 
 I would like to get more people involved with 
book club.  Please, anyone who is interested 
call me  360 813 8818, or email, 
mauerst.07@gmail.com. 

Thanks      
Anne

                                FAITH JOURNEY TEAM 

May will see the return of the “sermon talk-back” opportunity with Pastor Andrew following worship 
and coffee on Sundays. We hope for this to be set up as a hybrid opportunity. Watch for more details. 
(The anticipated 5-week focus on what it means to be “open and affirming” is postponed until a later 
time.) During Andrew’s summer sabbatical we anticipate our friend Pastor Bruce Wilson will be leading 
Bible study on Sundays.  

As promised, on May 31 we’ll have an opportunity to direct our attention to the work of another film 
maker. The featured film to be screened and discussed will be Road to Edmond.  https://youtu.be/
8qQEdf1rkSo “After being reprimanded by his church for supporting a gay teen, a youth pastor hits 
the road and questions faith and sexuality.” To me this film does a good job of articulating and sharing 
a progressive Christianity in contrast with a more conservative perspective.    

“...I think the artists are the ones that we should be looking to [for unique insight and vision, offering a 
way forward]... Songwriters, playwrights, poets, and some film makers ought to be the ones capturing 
our attention. That’s where I am looking to have my spiritual orientation reoriented.” - John Dorhauer 

As always, you’re welcome to reach out to this Team with input related to your “faith journey” needs 
and interests or those of this community.  

JAMES BIX SOUTH, TEAM LEADER 

OUTREACH TEAM reminds you to 
keep bringing egg cartons for the Food Bank. Your 
used egg cartons help them distribute the eggs that 
they receive in bulk to needy families in the area. 
This small thing is love in action and it’s simple to 
do.

mailto:mauerst.07@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/8qQEdf1rkSo
https://youtu.be/8qQEdf1rkSo
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TRUSTEES TEAM REPORT 

Well, as always, our beloved Admiral Church building and grounds continue to require the loving 
attention of the Trustees Team (primarily Yours Truly). Last month it was an overflowing toilet 
upstairs which drained “brown water” (yuck) down into the preschool, damaging ceiling tiles, rugs 
and toys. Fortunately our insurance is covering the cleanup and repairs, which are in process 
and should be completed in another week or so.  Thanks SO MUCH to our ever-amazing office 
manager Uta Rockel and to Michael Henderson and preschool teachers Kelsey and Patti for 
their fearless initial damage control on the day of the “poop flood”! Happily, our “usual” building 
issues with leaking roofs and backed up storm drains are not active currently, as we are moving 
into Seattle’s dry season. 

Admiral Church continues to serve as a home to many renters, including ten 12-Step meetings a 
week, two Daisy Girl Scout (4-5 year olds) meetings a month, two days a week for Tobi Stone’s 
music students, up to five days a week of Twelfth Night theatrical rehearsals, periodic concerts, 
recitals and events in our sanctuary. 

We still suffer from cash-flow issues, and the Trustees Team has just made the second $10,000 
withdrawal for 2022 from our Endowment Fund to meet expenses. This leaves about $121,000 
in the Endowment. Clearly this situation is not sustainable. Admiral’s plans to move forward 
promptly with Homestead Community Land Trust to advance our redevelopment project are 
essential. 

That's it for this month! 

Anita Shaffer, Trustees Team Leader  

CONNECTING WITH THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST CONFERENCE 

Our Conference includes Alaska, Northern Idaho, and nearly all of Washington State.  Our 
diversity ranges from rural to urban, large to small, theologically progressive to somewhat 
conservative.  Striving to extend ourselves ecumenically, we are fortunate to count several 
yoked or federated congregations among us and we also have ties with our Samoan 
churches.  In a region where autonomy is encouraged and celebrated, we seek creative ways 
to strengthen the ties between the conference and the local churches.
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NEWS FROM THE NATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH WEBINAR - THURSDAY, JUNE 2 @ 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM 

This webinar sets out to explore how “All Together” we can strengthen our church. This 

webinar will engage new church planters that have received grant funding from the     
Strengthening the Church offering, we will hear the impact of the Strengthening the Church 

offering from a Conference Minister and gain insights from a church coach who supports 
the work of new church plants in the United Church Of Christ through Strengthening the 
Church funding. 

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING,  JUNE 5 

The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering reflects the shared commitment of people across 

the United Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC. Conferences and the national 

setting equally share the gifts given by members and friends through their local 

congregations. The funds raised support leadership development, new churches, youth 

ministry, and innovation in existing congregations.  By your generosity to this offering, you 

build up the Body of Christ. 

As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity will plant new 

churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in our youth 

and young adults. Admiral Church  will receive the STC offering on Pentecost Sunday, June 

5, 2022. A special offering envelope will be available for your use at Admiral Church. 
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      HONORING A                                     

       COMMUNITY ORGANIZER 

        (edited for length) 

Scott Morrow died today.   

Scott was a community organizer who worked with low-income tenants and homeless 
people in Seattle for most of his adult life. Seattle has been deeply impacted by his tireless 
efforts, though few may know how much of debt this city owes to his legacy. 

Scott was a community organizer. He was tenacious, utterly committed to his vocation, with 
an ever-present sense of humor. The (tent city) communities that Scott worked with were 
often challenging for those in power who wanted homeless people to know their place as 
powerless individuals.  

When I was hired as the interim executive director of the Tenants Union over thirty years 
ago. Scott was on the board, having served as a leading organizer there. When he talked 
about organizing homeless people, I thought it was a doomed effort. Community organizing 
for people who have no place to live, who must struggle with meeting the most basic of 
needs on a daily basis, how could you possibly pull such people together for a common 
effort? Scott did it. He brought people together and they forced the city to take notice of the 
people it tried to ignore.  

The life of a community organizer is difficult and demanding, even more so when those 
being organized are in crisis. Somehow Scott did this work for most of his life. 

Thousands of lives have been impacted by activists, organizers, low-income housing 
developers, social service program staff and some dedicated people in city and county 
government. This city should be overpopulated with statues honoring the work of such 
people. I’m sure Scott would prefer energy for such efforts be used to help those this city 
would rather ignore, take their rightful place as citizens and leaders. 

Though we have thousands more units of affordable housing and a much broader network 
of shelters for homeless people, ever increasing rents have made more people homeless 
now than when Scott started his work 40 years ago. While the work goes on, it is important 
to remember and honor people like Scott. He will be greatly missed. 
  
-Rich Gamble, Keystone UCC  
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Bystander Intervention  
Workshops 

Our Bystander Intervention Workshop 
(BIW) was developed at the request of the 
congregation of Admiral UCC, specifically 
in response to a training our pastor 
attended in 2016 that was "all head" - a 
training focused on coming up with "good 
ideas" about how to respond to 
harassment without any role-play or 
practice. The workshop is rooted in 
Theatre of the Oppressed (TO), which 
utilizes theatre games to explore, disrupt, 
and reformulate power relationships. 

Pastor Andrew 

MODERATOR’S MOMENT 

When you think of downsizing to a smaller home 
you have to evaluate what is really important to 
you. What will you take along? What will you 
leave behind? What new things do you need? 
Are the things really important at all or are they 
important because of the people you associate 
with them? What really matters? 

As we embark on this time of transition we as a 
church need to ask ourselves these same 
questions. What really matters to us as a 
congregation? What will we eventually need in 
our new space? What will we leave behind? 
What new things will we be able to accomplish 
and what things will we want to keep doing? How 
can we stick together and support each other? 
Why is it important to us that the church 
continues to be strong and vibrant, welcoming 
and inclusive? 

Over the next few months we will be meeting 
together to explore what is really important to us 
as a Christian community and the ways that our 
new space can facilitate our vision. I hope that 
you will join in and explore with us what it will 
mean to be Admiral Church together as we move 
forward into the future. 

MOU COMMITTEE 

At the April 26th Council Meeting the MOU 
Committee was identified. The committee 
members are:  

Laura Sutkus 
Mike Piraino 
Anita Shaffer 
Kathy Heinemann  
Jennifer McNeely  

We also had two persons who volunteered as 
alternates:  James South, and Stephanie 
Trinneer who will act as supports to the 
committee. Thanks to all of these people who 
have agreed to help the church with this 
important work. 



Admiral Tidings May 2022

Do Justice Love Mercy Walk Humbly   9

 

ANDREW’S SABBATICAL 

Andrew Conley-Holcom has served Admiral 
Congregational United Church of Christ 
faithfully for the past seven years. He is 
looking forward an extended time this 
summer to rest and recreate, to engage in 
self-care and spiritual “feeding”, and to 
spend more quality time with his family. 

In June, Andrew intends to spend time  
reading, being in silence and engaging in 
spiritual reflection. This will include a week 
at the Orthodox Monastery on Vashon 
Island. 

In July, Andrew will focus on writing and 
creating video content. He will also spend a 
week or two at an organic farm in Eugene, 
Oregon. 

In August, Andrew will continue writing and 
work on video editing. During this month 
Andrew plans to spend a week or two at 
the Pacific School of Religion in Berkley, 
California and hopefully spend some time 
with Paul Kivel in Oakland. 

Blessings on your journey, Andrew! 

                                                     

SABBATICAL PASTOR 
Bruce Wilson 

 
Bruce Wilson will be joining us for the 
summer as our Sabbatical Pastor during 
Andrew’s absence. Bruce has been with us 
before as a pulpit supply minister and is 
beloved of Admiral Church. 

Bruce is calling his time with us the 
“Summer of Love at Admiral Church”. The 
Summer of Love will be divided into three 
sub topics: 

Caring for the Spirit 
Loving Neighbor 
Hope 

Bruce is really excited about sharing his gifts 
of caring and healing during his time with us 
this summer. We are beginning to invite 
Bruce to events at Admiral Church to help 
him ease into his new role. If you see him at 
a retreat or at Bingo make sure to make him 
feel welcome!
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NOTES BY PAM 
The Admiral Choir will reprise one of our 
favorite communion anthems on May 1, “In 
You We Are One” by Jay Althouse.  For 
Mother’s Day we’ll offer “The Power of a 
Woman” by Adelle Getty and Lou 
Montgomery, with added percussion to help 
lift up the power of mothers and all who give 
birth to art, love, and joy!  On May 15 we’ll 
bring back another favorite, “Standing on the 
Side of Love” by Jason Shelton, followed on 
May 22 with a new arrangement by Sam of 
an African American traditional, “Over My 
Head” (“I hear music in the air….”)  We’ll 
bring the merry month of May to a close with 
another African American song, “I Wanna Get 
Ready,” arranged by Rosephanye Powell. 

Heads Up for June (or rather, feets up!) when 
Friend of Admiral Marti Dimock will again 
lead us in Dances of Universal Peace. These 
are simple yet evocative movements with 
chants that inspire a connection of love!

NOTE FROM TOBI STONE 
Communing with Spirit through Music  

Do you feel called to give your music a 
voice?  How about meeting with a live 
learning guide for fun and nourishing ways 
to connect to the holy spirit through music?  

Tobi offers private lessons for all levels on 
saxophone, clarinet, and flute, as well as 
beginning guitar, piano, and ukelele. She 
has 27yrs professional performance and 
teaching experience. She composes and 
arranges for various ensembles. 

Lessons and classes are held on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays in the Church 
Meeting Room.  

If interested, please visit tobistone.com for 
more information or contact Tobi at 
206-412-0145 / lessons@tobistone.com 

Type to enter text

http://tobistone.com/
mailto:lessons@tobistone.com
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Worship Service  
every Sunday @ 10:30 

www.admiralchurch.org

Admiral Congregational 
United Church of Christ 
4320 Southwest Hill St. 

Seattle, WA 98116 
(206) 932-2928 

officemgr@admiralchurch.org 
 

                                                                                  
LEADERSHIP RETREAT 

On Saturday, May 7th, the Admiral Church Council and 
the MOU Committee will meet at St. John the Baptist 
Episcopal Church from 11 - 3 to clarify the goals for the 
summer and the roles for accomplishing them. This will 
be the kick off activity for the discernment process that 
the Admiral Congregation will carry out over the next 
few months while Andrew is on sabbatical. Bruce 
Wilson, our Sabbatical Pastor, will be invited to join us 
for this retreat. 
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